Additives hold the key
to better recycling

Lifting the quality —and quantity — of recycled plastics will
requirespecialty additives. Chris Saunders reviews the
latest developments.
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Vélpker wax-based additives can improve processing

of an extensive range of recycled polymers
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Montan waxes are widely used as multifunction-
al additives as they can simultaneously act as
viscosity reducers (flow enhancers), mould release
agents, and dispersion aids. Under the brand name
Cevo, Germany-based Vélpker develops ready-to-
use wax additives for a wide range of specific
processing challenges and end-product require-
ments. Depending on the individual task, the
additives can improve dispersion, stabilisation and
compatibilisation.

One area of application is in reprocessing of
post-consumer HDPE/LDPE waste, which typically
contains unwanted polymer particles or other
contaminants. Cevo 3680 can disperse these.
Meanwhile, Cevo 6000 can reduce compatibility
problems arising from contamination of polyolefin
waste streams with foreign polymers. It also
promotes stabilisation of the resulting product.

Vélpker's Cevo 5515 grade can improve the
compounding and reprocessing of acetal (POM
homo and co-polymers, which can release formalde-
hyde when exposed to multiple thermal loads. The
addition of Cevo 5515 can suppress the formation
of the associated unpleasant odours during com-
pounding as well as reducing degradation.

www.compoundingworld.com



